GERMANY   THE   AGGRESSOR
refused to accept this settlement, rose in revolt, and
again appealed for German national support. In
order to prevent fresh Prussian intervention another
conference was held in London (1852), which so far
modified the decision of 1850 as to re-affirm Holstein's
place in the German Confederation. This left the
Danes dissatisfied, and constant friction marked the
relations of Denmark and Germany during the
following decade. Finally, in 1863, Frederick VH
of Denmark died, leaving no male heir. Then the
issue was raised. He was succeeded in Denmark by
his second-cousin, Christian IX, whose daughter
Alexandra had earlier that same year been married
to Albert Edward, Prince of Wales. What would
the duchies, and what would Germany do ? Those
were the questions that agitated Europe at the close
of 1863.
The answers were not long delayed. For Otto
von Bismarck was at the head of the Prussian
foreign office, and he had made up his mind. Prussia
was going to have both the duchies. She had not,
of course, a shadow of claim to them; but she
needed them.* They would give her a new and
valuable access to both the Baltic and the North
Sea. The vision of a Kiel Canal may even have
flitted across his mind. Bismarck, however, realised
* Under the Salic Law the heir was the German Prince Frederick
of Augiasrenburg. The Holsteiners proclaimed him ; the Diet of
the German Confederation recognised him; Bismarck ruthlessly
pushed him aside.
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